
Extrasolar Planets and Alternative Earths

Abstract:
During the past two decades, approximately 500 extrasolar planets have been discov-

ered, and the pace of discovery is increasing exponentially. Refined detection techniques
have begun to resolve increasingly Earth-like bodies in increasingly Earth-like orbits. From
the perspective of a geophysicist, Dr. Aster will summarize what is presently known about
geological, geochemical, and hydrological processes on Earth, Mars, and Venus, and will ex-
trapolate to the possible geophysics of extrasolar planets, including implications for geology,
hydrology, and life.
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